


Mission: 

To promote adult and family literacy in southeastern 
Wisconsin.

LCSW Counties Served: 

Jefferson, Kenosha, Milwaukee, Ozaukee, Racine, Walworth, 
Washington and Waukesha.

 



State/Regional Leadership and Activism

LCSW Role in Southeastern Wisconsin

ÁAdvocacy 

ÁAffiliate Members

ÁCollaboration 

ÁConference of Agency    

Representatives

ÁEducation

ÁKnowledge Sharing 

ÁPartnership with WI Literacy

ÁProfessional Development

 



What makes a good coalition?

LEADERSHIP and - something the coalition buys into ɀPASSION. 

A good coalition includes community based literacy organizations, 
community and technical colleges, labor unions, businesses,
regional economic development organizations, workforce investment 
boards, mayors and other local government officials.

- Maria Flynn, Jobs for the Future



LCSW 39 Affiliate Members
Adult Learning Center

Adult Literacy Center of Ozaukee County

Alternative Center for Education

Alverno College

Boys & Girls Clubs of Greater Milwaukee

Cardinal Stritch University

Council for the Spanish Speaking

Frank L. Weyenberg Library

Fox Valley Technical College

Goodwill Industries of Southeastern WI, Inc.

HIRE

International Learning Center

Jefferson County Literacy Council

Journey House

Kenosha Literacy Council, Inc.

Lakeland College - Milwaukee Center

Literacy Network

Literacy Services of Wisconsin

MATC
Milwaukee Achiever Literacy Services*
Milwaukee County

Milwaukee Public Library

Next Door Foundation
Omega School
Racine Correctional Institution
Racine Family Literacy

Racine Literacy Council*
Reach Out and Read - Milwaukee

Repairers of the Breach

Rotary District 6270

Silver Spring Neighborhood Center
Spanish Center

St. Francis Public Library
UMOS
Walworth County Literacy Council

Washington Park Library

Waukesha County Technical College
Wisconsin Literacy

YWCA Greater Milwaukee



Being Open to Global Perspectives



Á1 in 5 adults in the world are unable to read this!

Á774 million adults around the world who are illiterate in their native 

languages.- ProLiteracy Worldwide

Á1 in 7 U.S. Adults are unable to read this!

ÁThis equals out to be 32 million adults are saddled with such low 

literacy skills that it would be tough for them to read anything more 

challenging than a childrenôs picture book or to understand a 

medicationôs side effects listed on a pill bottle.- USA Today

Á1 in 4 Milwaukee Adults are unable to read this!

ÁThis equals out to be over 155,000+ adults in 

Milwaukee are unable to create pathways to economic 

opportunitiesdue to low literacy levels.



Milwaukee Literacy Statistics

ñWhen 27% of Milwaukee residents are 
functionally illiterate, then we must act to 
improve the situation if the city is to remain 
healthy.ò

~ Mayor Tom Barrett



ñIf someone offered me a 

million dollars to go back to the 

way I was before I could read, 

Iôd turn them down.ò

~ Earl Mills



Burning Questions
·How do we find sustained funding without upsetting 

our partners?

·How do we maintain better communication over a large 
geographic area?

·What are the opportunities for partnering between 
public and private funders?

·How do we accommodate legislative requirements 
across agencies, funders and programs?



Fitting into the Broader Picture


